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AND THE USUAL FEATURES 


Editorial 


Arrer the most severe winter in living memory we can look at the position of libraries with 
some satisfaction. The almost impossible weather energized some libraries as never before 
and many report a circulation surpassing that of any previous winter. Many circumstances 
go to such a result. The failure of other types of circulating library, owing to the continuing 
scarcity of books, to meet demands formerly made upon them is one. The earlier closing 
than was the case of most places of amusement should also be borne in mind. The dis- 
appointing thing about the situation is that we are unable ourselves to supply the best fiction, 
for example, in editions of which we can be satisfied. We have not been able to take advantage 
of our opportunities. 
* * * * * 


On the other hand, the reports we receive show that there has been no niggardly treatment 
of the library in the budgetting month ; some libraries, indeed, have had substantial increases, 
due in part of course to the appreciable advances in salaries and wages, but partly to the 
increasing cost of all other services. In faét, municipal expenditure has risen by the twenty- 
five per cent. that we assumed would be the case. It has therefore kept pace with the general 
rise in living costs. Apart from his hope for more new books, the librarian hopes fervently 
that bookbinders will be allowed to return to something like their normal output. In some 
cases our need is dire. 

* * * 


The position of students everywhere in regard to text- and reference-books has long been 
a difficult one, as we have had frequently to deplore. It tends to become desperate. The 
recent economy cuts in fuel, we hear on good report, have reduced produétion and now, we 
learn from The News Chronicle, that Sir Stafford Cripps has decided that paper mills are to have 
the lowest coal priority. This, too, at a time when schools are valiantly determined to carry 
out the Education A& of 1944. More schools, few or no text-books. The situation is 
Gilbertian. Do Government departments ever co-operate, or, if they cannot do that, do they 
never consult ? And if so much must be exported, are not books amongst the best of exports ? 


* * * 


In view of the paucity of purchasable text-books it is a pity that no published catalogue 
of the now quite considerable collections on librarianship in public and other libraries is 
available. There was, long ago, a joint catalogue, edited by Wyndham Hulme, of the libraries 
of the L.A. and the then L.A.A. No existing library can be expected to be a national /ending 
colleétion of library economy, but we all accept the axiom that the next best thing to- being 
able to borrow a book is to know where it may be consulted. We understand that the 
catalogue of the library at Chaucer House is in hand but it has been impossible owing to 
Staff pressure, to complete it. What have other bodies and librarians who control such 
collections to suggest in this matter ? 


* * * * * * 
A pleasant gesture is that of the authorities of Yale who have made a gift to some English 


libraries of one hundred volumes in memory of the late Mr. Harkness, the founder of the 
Pilgrims Trust in England. The gift is most carefully selected to represent the best in American 
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historical literature. Concerning some sort of reciprocal effort, we may say that Mr. Alexander 
B. Toth, now the Book Procurement Officer in England of the Library of Congress, is seeking 
for local histories for that library and would welcome any duplicates that we may have to 
spare. This is something in which municipal librarians can assist, because many such histories 
do not come into the general book announcements and have a local origin and circulation 
only. The L.C. is ‘‘ weak ” in such local histories and this, from the British point of view, is 
unfortunate and we should remedy it if we can. Mr. Toth is at the American Ambassy in 


Lk mn. 
* * * * * 


We may not agree entirely with the author of the Letters on Our Affairs in this number. 
He does raise a point of considerable social and professional importance, to which, however, 
a satisfactory answer may be found by some of our readers. On the face of it, the advantage 
the girl seems to enjoy over the boy in being free from the interference of conscription has been 
made greater by the removal of the age limits in the Library Association examinations ; and 
the removal seems to indicate the dangers of tampering with methods which are recommended 
as the result of all-round consideration. The question deserves the scrutiny of both men and 
women librarians and we invite views upon it. 


Dr. Ernest A. Savage is having a strenuous retirement. We had from him his Te Librarian 
and His Committee which he wrote to give himself occupation, which clearly was most congenial, 
during the black-out. There are rumours of other works yet to come. We have, however, 
received his long awaited Manual of Book Classification and Display, which is a work of such 
originality, suggestion and controversy, that we believe it will lead to considerable discussion. 
A review of the book—which is published by Allen & Unwin—will appear in our next issue. 


All members of the Library Association who have attended conferences for the past 
thirty years have the warmest feelings for Alderman Fred Henderson, who has been a member 
of the Norwich Library Committee for forty-five years and its chairman for twenty. His 
robust speech, sterling practical idealism, and genius for friendship, have endeared him to 
crowds who may, or may not, follow his politics. His The Case for Socialism has done much 
to influence the spread of that system of political thought and action. On his eightieth birth- 
day, which occurred on February 25, the City of Norwich determined to make him an Honorary 
Freeman and the official ceremony takes place on June 19. The Lord Mayor has a letter 
from the Prime Minister congratulating Mr. Henderson and he himself has received letters of 
a like kind from Sir Stafford Cripps and one, which acknowledges his influence in Canada, 
from the Prime Minister of Saskatchewan. 


The Lowestoft Libraries Committee, projecting a scheme for a {10,000 temporary library 
to take the place of the one destroyed by enemy action in 1940, have received a second rebuff 
from the Town Council. Moving a rejection of the proposal, Alderman Samuel remarked that 
no business man would consider spending £10,000 on temporary premises, and that he could 
not imagine the Libraries Committee being satisfied with such a building for more than a 
year or two. 


Pusey House, Oxford, exists to carry on the work of Dr. Pusey, in a University very 
different from that of his day. It will be celebrating its Diamond Jubilee on May 318t, 1947 
(postponed from O€tober, 1944). The library contains about 23,000 volumes on theology, 
philosophy, ecclesiastical history and cognate subjects. The collection has been built up 
by gift and purchases from the nucleus of Pusey’s own library. 

There are three reading rooms: the Darwell Stone Room for Biblical subjeéts, the 
Bouverie Room for Philosophy, the Upper Library for all else. 
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Micro-Photography and the Public Library 
By Joun L. Hosss (Borough Librarian, Public Library, Shrewsbury) 


ENG.Isu public librarians, unlike their American confréres, have apparently paid little atten- 
tion to the development of micro-photography to date. I know of no public library which 
yet possesses micro-copying equipment. Indeed, only Manchester, Birmingham and Coventry, 
to my knowledge, have a photostat, while some few rely upon Reflex or transmission copying. 

For this imperfeétion the War is not entirely to blame: we tend to be pre-occupied 
with theories of library science, to the exclusion of its technical aspeéts, in which we appear 
only too willing to allow American librarians to point the way. Since American library 
standards owe much to investigation at their library schools, this may be remedied when our 
own schools get fairly into their stride. 

As an indication of the point reached by American experimentation in this field, it is of 
interest to note that the microfilm process is being used ! for charging purposes, in order to 
save costs and increase book-charging efficiency. Three cards are photographed simultaneously 
for each book issued—(1) book card, kept in the pocket in the book, with author, title and 
class number ; (2) borrower’s card, normally carried by readers ; and (3) a card of a series 
which are numbered consecutively, one set of numbers for each issue day. These cards, after 
photographing, are placed in the book pocket, and taken out with the book. When a book 
is returned, it is necessary only to extraét Card No. 3 and file it away for future use, while the 
borrower takes his own card, and the book is ready for circulation. There is no filing of cards 
in issue trays, no carding or stamping of books. 

How then are overdues found ? By checking through the appropriate series numbers, 
noting those which have not yet returned and referring to the film exposures which are autom- 
atically in order of the series numbers. The system is quick, simple and efficient, eliminating 
any possibility of human error. 

Moreover, a point we must not disregard, especially in these days of evaluative study of 
reading habits so popular in some quarters, is that we have in the films a permanent copy of 
every book issued. The film would be available to librarians and readers and there would be 
no need for the time-wasting sele&tive surveys which have been carried out recently into 
book circulation and reading trends. 

This, however, is at present purely an incidental and experimental use of micro-photo- 
graphy, and it is as a medium for the reproduction of research materials that the technique 
merits our attention. It is certain that, if we are susceptive to its possibilities, micro-copying 
will revolutionize library methods pertaining to research and bring an extension of the role 
of public libraries in the higher forms of literary, bibliographical, historical and scientific 
inquiry. It is recognized that, so far as primary sources are concerned, no library can attain 
any degree of completeness, save within a very, limited sphere. The library which places 
exclusive reliance upon these will find itself becoming less and less satisfactory as time goes on. 

The problem facing us is that, while most libraries will desire to make occasional use of a 
reproduétive service, only in the very largest will the demand be sufficient to warrant the 
establishment of a photographic department. Apart from the heavy initial outlay for equip- 
ment, there is the consideration that library staffs do not possess the requisite technical skill 
to operate it. The possibility of radical changes in microfilm technique, together with the 
advent of the microcard, militates against its adoption by individual libraries. 

The occasional copying of books, manuscripts and articles, and excerpts therefrom, which 
most libraries need is not an economical proposition on its own. Two courses are possible— 
the hiring of equipment or contraéting of the work on a commercial basis to specialist firms, 
and secondly, co-operation between groups of libraries. The advantages and demerits of 
these have been fully discussed in American professional literature, notably by Herman 
Pussler?. 

It is argued that commercial firms are concerned about quality and keeping down costs ; 
that we may ascertain in advance exaétly how much the work will cost, refuse to have it done 
if it is too great and complain of the quality, if necessary. The best possible equipment for the 
particular job in hand may be hired, whereas library equipment, once purchased, may not be 
suitable for all purposes. 
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Concerning institutional operation, it is said that the library would be equally concerned 
to maintain high quality and limit costs, and could better control and supervise the character 
and quality of the work at various stages. There is no loss of time for sending material away : 
they do not leave the library or, at any rate, remain in professional hands. Commercial 
organizations do not like dealing with short runs of material, which are the usual demands 
received by libraries. When all costs are taken into account they are not an economical 
proposition. 

The concensus of opinion is that commercial work is preferable when a library has only 
occasional demands, and that few public libraries are likely to have sufficient continuous 
work to make purchase of even the simplest equipment feasible. A library might, of course, 
undertake work for neighbouring libraries and for individuals on a cost basis, which is done 
in the U.S. by Chicago University Library. 

How then is microphotography to develop in this country ? As a short term objective 
| would suggest that public libraries should set up a co-operative microfilming laboratory, 
similar to that already established by A.S.L.I.B., especially for the copying of technical and 
scientific articles in periodical literature. Another of the more immediate objectives ought to 
be the systematic collection of material in the field of local history, much of which ts un- 
obtainable save through photo-copies. A board of the American Library Association is 
engaged in locating and describing local records and research materials, perhaps thereby 
creating a precedent for our own Association ? This funétion will, of course, be served in 
part by the National Register of Archives, now in process of compilation. 

While major projeéts might well be left to the commercial firms, the day to day use of 
microphotography to increase access to research materials or to faciliate inter-library loans 
can only develop to the full from the co-operative efforts of libraries and kindred bodies. 
This should be regionalized and half-a-dozen or so conveniently situated laboratories would 
be sufficient, for a time at least, to initiate a national photo-duplication service. 

The inder-dependence of libraries in the matter of the reproduction of research material 
has not been exploited to any appreciable extent. Such schemes are in existence in the U.S., 
in the Chicago area for instance, where a microcopy of any book or manuscript in the region 
may be made on demand. A regular messenger service operates between the principal libraries 
and the micro-filming centre (at Chicago University Library), and originals are collected, 
filmed and returned rapidly. It is claimed that this centre provides copies of a higher quality 
and at much lower cost than if each library worked separately. 

Fussler? has made a plea for the careful distribution of microfilm laboratories, and the 
question merits serious consideration here in Britain. The objections to having numerous 
small micro-duplication plants throughout the country are fundamental. There must be 
enough work to make the copying an economical process. It is important to remember, too, 
that certain types of reproduction (e.g., newspaper copying) need elaborate and quite expen- 
sive equipment. 

For the development of a practicable system here I would therefore suggest the utilization 
of the Regional Bureaux, enlarging their scope to include the loan of photostats and micro- 
copies of research materials of all kinds, and also the means of producing such copies. The 
growth of microfilm exchanges will, in any event, considerably assist and facilitate inter- 
library loans, and it ts obviously desirable that it should be linked with existing schemes, 
rather than allowed to function independently and competitively. 

There are many advantages in replacing loans of certain materials, periodical articles, 
documents, rare books, maps and plans, by film copies. The original is always available to the 
library owning it, and the student has a copy for his own personal use and is under no 
necessity to return it within the loan period. The Bureau would store the negative films, 
using them when occasion arose to print positive copies. Enlarged micro-prints, though more 
expensive, might be more useful to the majority of library readers. A reminder concerning 
the use of microphotography in the compilation of Union catalogues, may not be out of place. 
A microfilm camera at the Headquarters would greatly assist those Regional bureaux which 
have not yet built up a union catalogue, and would enable others to keep their catalogues 
up-to-date. 
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At present Regional Bureaux, while performing a worthy and indispensable funétion, 
have been criticised for helping poor libraries at the expense of the rich. I do not wish to 
decry the valuable work now being done by the Regional schemes, but rather to suggest 
their extension into fields of greater utility. Here is one way to mitigate their alleged faults, 
and to increase their usefulness to the larger co-operating institutions, which would use the 
laboratory extensively in the scientific and technical fields. 

The only feasible alternative to co-operation is the development of photo-duplication 
services by commercial undertakings. There are dangers in the haphazard growth of micro- 
film, especially if it is left solely to commercial interests. This happened in the United States, 
with the result that there is little standardization, either in technique or equipment. 

In any event the regional organization does not necessarily preclude commercial opera- 
tion. Rather would it facilitate this by providing a centre to which libraries and students 
could send their orders for microfilm, thus ensuring a reasonable and continuous volume 
of work, which would justify a firm instituting a reproduction service. This might be done 
by the firm being responsible for all work and charges, or of the processing of the film only 
(since processing equipment is very expensive), or apparatus might be hired on a rental 
basis. The alternative is the purchase of equipment by the Regional Bureau, the cost being 
spread in proportion over the co-operating libraries, as was the initial expense of establishing 
the Bureau and compiling the catalogue. We are possibly some way from the time when free 
microfilm service to readers will be part of the normal library funétion, and, for the present, 
copies for a Student’s own use will be chargeable to him. 

Perhaps the biggest problem facing librarians, other than their own inertia, is the apparent 
reluétance of the scholar to make use of reading machines. They resent, and perhaps with 
justice, having to fiddle with mechanical contrivances in order to do their work. Until reading 
machines become numerous, students will be chary of using them, and it would seem that 
librarians have to stimulate their adoption and somehow cajole the public into using the 
machines. The New York Public Library found that, once their scruples have been overcome, 
readers preferred the proje€tors, and often queued up to use them. 

A simpie reading machine would be the only item of equipment needed by co-operating 
libraries and it is probable that they will soon be a feature of every large and medium library. 
Already in the U.S. free projeétors are offered to individual scientists and readers in return for 
a 3-year subscription to ‘ Mathematical Reviews.” The adoption of a standard machine 
throughout a regional area would be an immense advantage, since microfilm could be uni- 
formly made to fit them. Otherwise special instruétions would be necessary with each order 
for microcopies. 

The supreme virtue of using the Regional inter-lending bureau for micro-film repro- 
duétion is that the technical aspeéts of producing microfilms will thereby be linked to the 
problem of locating copies of required material, which is the present funétion of the bureau. 
There is obvious economy in this since, if microcopying develops along its own lines, a special 
bibliographical agency will ultimately have to be set up. In the tasks of locating desiderata, 
making copies and in the concomitant financial arrangements, there is a strong case for inter- 
library co-operation. A network of regional research centres may be developed and in time 
masses of historical source material, at present unique, could be consulted in specified libraries 
throughout the country, It will no longer be necessary for the scholar to travel to London 
or abroad for research purposes. If the library profession negleéts its opportunities in this 
direé&tion such a scheme will no doubt develop in connection with our universities and 
scholastic foundations. 

(2) By Ralph Shaw at the Gary Public Library. 

(2) Fussler, Herman H. “ Photographic reproduétion for libraries. A Study of administrative problems.” 
Chicago, 1942. 

(3) op. cit. 


Three albums of the architectural drawings of Benjamin H. Latrobe, called the father of 
the architeétural profession in America and the originator of the Greek Revival style of 
architecture, were placed on exhibition in the Library of Congress for the first time on 
February 15th, 
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The Public Relations Officer 
By Frorence M. GREEN 


(Public Relations Officer and Chief Librarian, Borough of Brentford & Chiswick) 
Ir is odd that an old-fashioned librarian, who has frowned at the attractive side-shows of 
colleagues, should be discovered masquerading as a Public Relations Officer. 

The two jobs are as distinét as chalk and cheese. They demand specialists of different 
calibre, and the librarian who fancies he can control an Information Service effectively must 
have a limited notion of its scope. If he only nibbles at Public Relations he is in danger of 
developing schizophrenia. There is something to be said for a small beginning, whilst policy 
is being shaped, and the librarian is perhaps the only local government officer who can launch 
the new service, but a town of any size that adopts a progressive policy of public relations will 
soon need a separate department for it, direéted by an expert. His staff should not be super- 
vised by an amateur who groans under the burden of his own departmental responsibilities. 

In my own Borough, the Public Relations Committee has the following terms of 
reference : 

(a) the dissemination of information concerning the local authority, its work, services 

and plans ; 

(b) the investigation of public responses, complaints and needs ; 

(c) the development of co-operation and understanding between the local authority 

and the public ; 

(d) the organisation and control of a Local Information Service. 

The Committee demands prompt action; the Press wants hot news; publicity will not 
wait its turn. A Stream of instructions and requests flows from all departments, and now 
citizens have proved the value of an Information Service, their demands increase daily. Of 
special interest is the activity of a Public Relations Council, representing some fifty local 
organisations, which meets monthly to discuss various aspeéts of municipal and other social 
services, visits health centres, libraries, housing sites, etc., and questions Councillors with 
the same persistence that Members of Parliament question Ministers of the Crown. Delegates 
report back to their organisations, which demand talks from the Public Relations Officer and 
want to inspeét the services provided by the local authority. 

Even a public-spirited librarian working a seventy hour week finds it difficult to grapple 
with housing, rents, allotments, lighting of streets, emptying of dustbins—the hundred and 
one activities of local government—without neglecting books and libraries. Nor is it easy to 
woo the technique of the short paragraph it takes a journalist years to acquire, and not dis- 
regard the claims of scholarship. The librarian may be a jack-of-all-trades and master of one ; 
he cannot be a walking and talking encyclopaedia on all matters of local interest, a good 
publicist and the living link between the Borough Council and the community. 

Yet the link cannot be forged without his aid, and the Public Relations Officer has a 
right to expect his help. Co-operation from other departments may at first be unwilling. 
Public interference has not been encouraged in local government offices, and the meddling of 
an officer from outside a department receives a grudging acquiescence. Libraries can give a 
lead : they are accustomed to contaét with the public and should be receptive to new ideas. 
They seek publicity and welcome complaints. They want to establish good standards in print 
and poster work, and can use an expert publicist. An electrical engineer may resent having 
to pass on his press and publicity work, but if the librarian does it joyfully, he will feel less 
injured. 

Some few librarians may be able to house Information Bureaux, but should have no 
selfish aims in securing them. A Bureau must be easily accessible and capable of dealing in a 
moment with urgent requests. Shop premises in the main street advertise its services better 
than a room tucked away in a public library, where halls and corridors dismay timid en- 
quirers, and an Information Officer can always draw upon the resources of the library. He 
will naturally consult the librarian when establishing the service, and be glad of his help in 
keeping his quick reference works up-to-date, but that is only one side of his work. He is 
as much concerned with receiving information as with giving it, and his Bureau will be a 
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clearing house for complaints and suggestions as well as a centre for the assessment of public 
criticism and response. 

He is a co-ordinating officer, who can remove the isolation in which water-tight de- 
partments work. From him will come suggestions for library displays in suitable premises a 
and at public funétions ; through him the library will in turn publicize the work of other | 
departments. There will obviously be a little overlapping ; there may be some duplication of 
effort, but experience has convinced me that a live Information Service is the only way of 
securing the full co-operation of citizens in the government of their own town. - 

Librarians have nothing to lose by it, and much to gain. They can concentrate on . 
providing an efficient book service, knowing that it will receive its rightful place in the life : 
of the community and every chance of shouting its wares to those who need them. 


Letters on Our Affairs | 


Dear AMEL-ANU, 
“Ts THere A Furure 


for men in the library profession ?” is a question asked me by one of my young colleagues 
a few days ago. I hesitated to give him a reply because I thought that such a reply should be 
a categorical one or not given at all. That is why I am passing it to you in the hope that you 
may be able to help. Perhaps, however, we may look at a few faéts, or apparent ones, in the 
situation as it Stands. My youngster commented on his own question—‘* At the moment I 
hear that the London University School and practically all of. the schools in the technical 
colleges are crowded, mainly with ex-service men. Is that a possible continuing condition ? | 
I don’t know ; but are libraries not appointing at least three girls to one youth?” To which 
I suggested that this might again be a war, or immediately post-war, circumstance, only to 
ask myself seriously; is it because the pay, even with the possibilities (by no means realized yet) a 
ot the National Charter, has always so limited a ceiling that the really first-class man won’t : 
look at the service, especially as he knows that his whole life, public and personal, will be 
subject always to the narrow parochial scrutiny of the average town councillor 2 Would 1— 
would you—" go in for library work” if we were beginning now ? It is always a serious 
decision for a young man to make. At this time life offers so many avenues to the ambitious 
that we have to be sure that we are willing to spend forty years in ministering to the wants of 
readers. If, in addition, we are faced with the prospect of supersession the decision becomes 
even more difficult. Only an insatiable love of books could justify an affirmative decision, | 
and even that could be met to the extent that it can be by the man who is clever enough f 
to make money in other walks. The successful business man has the book-world at his ‘ 
pleasure, without its responsibilities. 


This is 


Onty A PArt-ANSWER 


to my young colleague who is good enough to deserve the best advice I can give. He will 
be faced, as all his contemporaries are with the call-up for National Service when he is 
eighteen. But, mark you, the girls who were appointed at the same time that he was, will not. 
So, while he is exiled from most of the chances of library study, she can get on with it and may 
even be an A.L.A. when he returns certificateless. I ask you, Amel my Friend! Is this a fair 
statement and, if it is so, is the position a fair one ? I sometimes ponder the aétivities of our 
younger colleagues who, no doubt regard you and me as 


Far outside the scope of living dreams 
And deeds and manacled to outworn themes 


but they do not seem to have foreseen the after-war National Service AG. To some extent 
T can sympathize. I was young when the first war to end war ended. Amongst my 
contemporaries then only one, appointed to a munitions-making town, declared that there 
would always be conflié. I am told that the present conscription will not be endured beyond 
the immediate emergency. In a world where one nation only is in possession of the atomic 
bomb ? I can only say sincerely that I hope they are right. However that may be, in their 
attempt to draft an after-war training syllabus the Council of the L.A. brought in a carefully- 
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considered clause making it impossible for candidates to sit for the examinations until they were 
iy. [rubbed my eyes when first I saw it. Why was it there ; had the Council some prophetic 
type of sight; did they know this National Service was to persist in peace ? I fear I did not 
think about N.S. in this connexion. The young men who worked so hard and successfully 
to eliminate this age clause did not think of it either, I am sure. “ So,” says my young 
interlocutor, ‘‘ they committed masculine suicide for the library profession.” That is an 
exaggeration but it does occur to me that had these seekers after freedom and easy qualifications 
had any notion that by their efforts men were to be at a perpetual disadvantage they would 
not have been so aétive, or, would they, out of a new sense of chivalry, which now admits 
the superiority of woman? I wonder, too, if this matter, from this angle, will form any part 
of the Brighton discussions ? 
The mention of 
BRIGHTON 

brings a sort of glow to my breast. In my humble view it is a place with no particular beauty 
by nature, except that I am a traditional lover of the sea. That does not change. The gardens 
through the town are good, but the architecture, except for the Regency bits at Hove, which 
municipally is not Brighton, is artificial where it is not mediocre. But Brighton possesses 
an air that no other seaside town has ; its air is bracing, its social life, halls, cinemas, shops are 
amongst the best ; and, even if one does not enjoy all the architecture of its long promenade 
it is always a tonic to walk its length. There should be many excellent meetings and I hear 
the exhibition is to surpass pre-war ones. The accommodation question increases with every 
Conference. | have been unable to get in at the Headquarters’ hotel and am combing the quite 
excellent list which has been circulated to us in the hope of perching not too far from the 
Pavilion. Be assured, Amel-Anu, that Brighton folk have a reputation for doing this sort of 
thing well. So, I hope you have made arrangements to be there. These foregatherings are 
the lights of the whole year. The programme in outline is in your hands. It is excellent but 
I am Still a veritable lounge lizard (in the nobler sense) at Conferences and it is in the arm-chair 
with our pipes going like chimneys that we shall wag our heads over the decadence of youth 
(which we do in mere envy) and the things we still hope to do. 


SPRING 

Coleridge never said a truer thing of this part of England than: “ the spring comes 
slowly up this way.” It is still chilly, wet and flooded where I am and we have had some 
trouble in keeping water, not out of our basements—that is impossible, but out of the ground 
floor rooms. Fortunately, there were no important books below ground level but I foresee 
some bother with mildew and dissolved woodwork, so much of which seems now to be held 
together with glue only. If we may trust the newspapers many town libraries must have 
their things included in the twelve millions of damage we are told has been done. It was an 
irony quite unconscious of a young librarian (not the one already quoted) who suggested to 
me that the ideal library should be built rowmd a green. Has any outdoor reading room 
succeeded for more than a single summer week in England, even in the South ? In the north 
I have once or twice had tea on the lawn in August but there was a mortal chill even in that. 
The suggestion of the green was of course that it should be used for outdoor work. It is a 
good idea, if we have a Staff that can sieze the rare and evanescent sunny moment, rush out 
the reading matter and draw the eager reader before the cold wind, rain or (if it does happen to 
be hot) the inevitable thunderstorm arrives. No, my young friend, England is not suitable 
for outdoor shows except of the active, even athletic kind. However, I still remember Charles 
Kingsley’s 

“Tis hard English weather 
Makes hard Englishmen 


but it managed to kill him at fifty-six ! 
Vale! 
KALLIKRATES. 


We do not bold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “LerreRS ON Our AFFAIRS,” 
—hl:ditor, Tue Liprary 
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NOW READY 


An indispensable work for Librarians and 
Bibliographers. 


FROM PAPYRUS TO PRINT 


A Bibliographical Miscellany. 
By G. H. BUSHNELL (F.R.Hist.S., F.L.A. ) 
(Librarian of the University of St. Andrew's, Fife.) 


Demy 8vo. pp.220. Cloth. 15s. net. 


Twenty-nine Tessays of wide range, about 
libraries, books and authors, including :— 


The Manufacture of Papyrus 

The Alexandrian Library 

The Invention of printing 

On Scottish Bookbinding 

The St. Andrew's Letter Foundry 
The Ideal College Library 

On the Bibliography of Andrew Lang 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 
51 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.! 


ER: ILLENDEN- 


RING CROSS RD | 


CUTTER WORTH 


Forthcoming Religious Titles 


REFORMATION OLD & NEW 
Ed. F. W. Campfield 18/- net 


A tribute to Karl Barth. Essays offered to that great Swiss 
theologian on his sixtieth birthday by H. A. Hodges, Daniel 
Jenkins, John Maconnachie, H. Lovell Cocks and others. 
Each make their own contribution to the various fields of 
theological thought. 


THE TRAVELLING BOOKMAN 
R. W. McClymont 6 - net 


This is the story of John Murdoch of Madras who was 
Secretary of the Christian Vernacular Education Society 
and Hon. Secretary of the R.T.S., India. Chapters on the 
literature situation in India and the National Christian 
Council bring the book up to date. 


MESSAGE OF THE BIBLE 
R. K. Orchard 5/- net 


Mr. Orchard is one of the secretaries of the London 
Missionary Society, and his book is based on a series of 
lectures delivered in the Institute of Education. A list of 
books for further reading is included. 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 


Sales Dept. : 4-12 Halliwick Court Parade, 
Friern Barnet, London, N.12 


THE 


ARYAN PATH 


FOUNDED 1930, BOMBAY 


The magazine that gives the word “Aryan ”’ its 
true meaning of “noble’’, without other 
significance ; that shows the continuity of noble 
thought and effort, in both East and West, past 
and present ; that deals with world affairs, 
religion, science and general culture, from the 
basis of universal values, without bias. It should 
be in every library. 


Vol. XVill MARCH now on sale No. 3 
PACIFISM AND POLITICS: 1946 J. Middleton Murry 
SCIENCE AND HUMAN MORALS Joan Coons 
TOO MUCH FAITH? Elizabeth Cross 


SIGNIFICANCE OF EARLY ARABIC POETRY 
R. L. Mégroz 


HINDU LAW AND ITS ADMINISTRATION 
Justice H. V. Divatia 
AN ARABIAN MYSTIC Faiz B. Tyabji 


Annual Subscription, 12/- Single copies, 1.6 


SPECIAL DISCOUNT TERMS TO LIBRARIES 


17 Great Cumberland Place, LONDON, W.1 
PAD 0688 


i 
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Personal News 

Mr. K. C. Harrison, M.B.E., F.L.A., 
Borough Librarian, Hyde, to be Borough 
Librarian and Curator, Hove. 

Miss K. F. B. Loft, Distri€& Librarian, 
Lindsey and Holland County Library, to be 
Assistant, Royal Entomological Society Library 
London. 

Mr. F. Sainsbury, B.E.M., A.L.A., Senior 
Assistant, West Ham Public Libraries, to be 
Reference Librarian, West Ham _ Public 
Libraries. 


Topicalities 

On March 6th a lecture, illustrated by slides, 
was given by Sir Kenneth Clark, K.C.B. His 
subjeét was “ Virgilian Landscape,” a study 
of the Golden Age. This was organised by 
the BRIGHTON ART GALLERY. The 
gallery also organised an exhibition of *‘ Paint- 
ings by Children,” which was opened by A. 
Barclay Russell. Dr. Harold C. Hind has 
written an introductory essay to a Seleétion of 
Books on Music, issued by the CARDIFF 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. THE DERBYSHIRE 
Education Committee have published their 
COUNTY LIBRARY Book List, which shows 
recent additions up to January, 1947. FUL- 
HAM PUBLIC LIBRARIES’ * Book Marker” 
for March, 1947, has also come to hand. 
“ Those who do not read good books have no 
advantage over those who cannot read” is 
the motto of ‘* Good Company ” for January, 
1947, received from THE GILSTRAP PUB- 
LIC LIBRARY NEWARK. A Syllabus of 
Lectures for 1946 and 1947 is given with the 
** List of Seleéted Books on Theatre and Film ” 
available in THE GLASGOW CORPORA- 
TION PUBLIC LIBRARIES. THE ISLING- 
TON PUBLIC LIBRARIES Bulletin “ for 
Good Books and Information,” February, 
1947, contains useful advice to readers. THE 
LINCOLN PUBLIC LIBRARIES have com- 
piled their February list of “* The Month’s New 
Books.” LINDSEY AND HOLLAND 
COUNTY LIBRARY announce that a Film 
Library is to be established in 1947-48 which, 
it is estimated, will cost £7,000. MITCHAM 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES held a “ Children’s 
Book Week” from 3rd-8th March, 1947, 
during which over 2,000 Mitcham school- 
children visited the Library. NEWCASTLE 
UPON-TYNE PUBLIC LIBRARIES have 
sent their List of Recent Additions to the 
Central Lending Library, and ‘‘ Modern 


Sculpture,” The NORWICH PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES Readers’ Guide” for January- 
March, 1947, has appeared. SUTTON AND 
CHEAM JUNIOR LIBRARIES give advice 
to the 10 to 12 year olds in their “‘ Books to 
Read ” leaflet. Book List No. 3 for the winter 
of 1946 informs the readers of THE WOL- 
VERHAMPTON PUBLIC LIBRARIES that 
telephone enquiries are “ cordially welcome.” 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


Reports are to hand from a number of 
Library Authorities, but as space does not 
permit a lengthy review of all of these, I am 
appending a brief statistical summary of each. 
Quite a number of Authorities have reverted 
to the printed report, while others have issued 
a typewritten record of the past year’s work. 
Book circulation figures were affeéted by the 
closing of libraries for Viétory celebrations in 
all distriés. 

BLACKBURN.—Librarian and Curator, W. 
Thomas, A.L.A. Population (est.), 102,300. 
Rate, 3.3d. Income from Rate, £9,794. 
Total Stock, 68,710. Additions, 6,484. 
Withdrawals, 4,265. Total Issues, 700,413. 
Tickets in use, 32,140. Branch Delivery 
Stations, 12. 

Home reading: issues were lower than in the 

revious year, but the use of the Reference Library has 

increased. Attendance at Museums 85,891. 

BURTON-UPON-TRENT.— Acting Lubrarian and 
Curator, K. F. Stanesby, A.L.A. Population 
(est), 45,730. Rate, 2.613d. Income from Rate, 
£3,454. Total Stock, 29,642. Additions, 
2,580. Withdrawals, 1,308. Total Issues, 
240,859. Tickets in use, 12,935. 

Issues were 5,857 more than last year, and 35 per 
cent. above the last pre-war year. Museum and Art 
Gallery attendance 29,636. 
CHELTENHAM.—6oth-62nd Annual Reports. 

Librarian and Curator, D. W. Herdman, 

F.L.A. Figures given are for last year. In- 

come from Rate, £6,862. Total Stock, 

86,999. Additions, 4,979. Withdrawals, 

2,797. Total Issues, 581,839. Tickets in 

use, 28,163. Branches 3. 

Each of the years under review saw a record broken 
in book circulation. Last year’s increase amounted to 
9,437. Art Gallery and Museum attendance 58,933. 
CHESTERFIELD.—Chief Librarian, G. 

Micklewright. Population (est.), 65,200. 

Rate, 5.2d. Income from Rate, £8,378. 

Total Stock, 48,310. Additions, 11,988, 
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Withdrawals, 7,931. Total Issues, 554,398. 
Tickets in use, 49,721. 

A decrease in the issue of books to children, and 
n the Hospital is recorded. 

Dersy.—75th Annual Report. Director and 
Librarian, James Ormerod, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion (e$t.), 132,520. Rate, 2.74d. Income 
from Rate, £9,221. Total Stock, 92,890. 
Additions, 6,500. Withdrawals, 4,495. 
Total Issues, 837,683. Tickets in use, 44,523. 
Branches, 2. 

Circulation increased by 7,215. First Municipal 
Hospital Library opened during the year. 
Heyrwoov.—Borough Librarian, Gladys Worsley 

fncome from Rate, £2,169. Total Stock, 
28,836. Additions, 1,914. Withdrawals, 944. 
‘Total Issues, 205,804. Tickets in use, 8,108. 

\dult lending issues are up on last year, but junior 
ate down. Two small branch libraries, serving H.M. 
Forces, were closed during the year. 
KETTERING.—Librarian and Curator, A. C. 

Panter, B.A., F.L.A. Population (est.), 
34,560. Rate, 4.42d. Income from Rate, 
£4,094. Total Stock, 41,748. Additions, 
4,818. Withdrawals, 3,723. Total Issues, 
394,457. Tickets in use, 24,930. 1 Branch. 

Circulation fell below the previous year owing to 
evacuated schools and Services personnel leaving the 
town. 

Leeps.—Population (est.), 451,670. Rate, 
4.33d. Income from Rate, £64,937. Total 
Tssues, 4,040,185. Tickets in use, 212,782. 
Branches 25. 

\ggregate circulation was below previous year 
but well above last pre-war year. Consultations made in 
the Reference, and Commercial and Technical Libraries 
showed a good increase. Post-war reconstruétion in- 
cludes eStablishment of several more branch libraries. 
NorrinGHAM.—Income from Rate, £33,935. 

Total Stock, 350,079. Additions, 26,135. 
Withdrawals, 15,155. Total Issues, 
2,369,918. Borrowers, 66,106. Branches, 10. 

Central Lending issues showed an increase, but 
the majority of branch libraries were down on the year. 
lhe replanning of the public service part of the Refer- 
ence Library was carried out last year. Museum attend- 
ance 71,405. Report is illustrated. 

SowerBy BripGe. — Acting Librarian, H. 
Carnell. Population (est.), 19,000. Rate, 
7.08d. Income from Rate, £2,465. Total 
Stock, 28,983. Additions, 2,998. With- 
drawals, 1,775. Total Issues, 254,331. 
Tickets in use, 20,487. Branches, 5. 

Increased use was made of the Reference Library, 
but lending issues were down on the previous year. 
WOLVERHAMPTON. — Chief Librarian, Mary 

Atherton, F.L.A. Total Stock, 99,003. 
Additions, 5,447. Withdraw als, 5,899. 


Total Issues, 723,178. Borrowers, 43,709. 
Branches, 2. 
Big drop in issues to children. Increased use made 
of Branches, and Central Reference Library. 


ST. PANCRAS BOROUGH COUNCIL 
APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY BOROUGH LIBRARIAN. 


Applications are invited for the above appointment, the salary 
scale for which is £700 per annum rising by annual increments of 
£50 to a maximum of £900 per annum plus the appropriate cost- 
of-living addition. Applicants must be Fellows of the Library 
Association, and should have had first class experience in a large 
and fully developed library system, including the co-ordination 
of branch and all other departmental services. The Borough 
council has established an Information Service, and sponsors— 
under the Education and Public Libraries Committee—an Arts 
and Civic Council for the purpose of organizing concerts, lectures, 
exhibitions, discussion groups, ballet circles and other activities. 
Experience of modern extensions of the library service will be 
deemed an advantage. 


The appointment will be subject to the provisions of the 
Superannuation Act, 1937, and the successful applicant will be 
required to pass a medical examination. 


The Council are unable to assist the succesetusl applicant in | the 
provision of housing acc ion 

of the Borough Council, direct or indirectly is strictly prohibited 
and will be d tod fyac 


Applications should be made by letter, suitably endorsed, and 
must reach the undersigned not later than the 23rd April, 1947. 
Applicants must state their age, qualifications and experience, 
together with particulars of past and present employment, and 
should submit copies of three recent testimonials. 


St. Pancras Town Hall, R. C. E. AUSTIN, 
Euston Road, Town Clerk. 
London, N.W.1. 


March, 1947. 


Book Sele&tion Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE 

Donkin (W. C.) and Parrerson (E. F.) 
Northumberland and Tyneside. A Biblio- 
graphy. H.M. Stationery Office. 2s. net. 

A useful list of works on the Tyneside. It includes 
—— indicating the local libraries in which copies 

» be found, and many references to unpublished 
pane in the Ministry of Planning. 

Howrrr (F. O.) Bibliography of the Technical 
Literature on Silk. Hutchinson’s Scientific. 
21s. net. 

Some 2,000 references to articles on the technology 
of Silk are given in this work. Speaking stritly it 
cannot be described as a bibliography, but as a technical 
history of the processing of Silk with references to 
original authoritics. The articles in periodicals are 
generally listed without titles, the author and reference 
to the periodical by volume, date and page being 
supplied. 

McDowatt (J. Kevan) Carrick Gallovidian. 
A Historical Survey of the Ancient Lord- 
ship of Galloway, with original translations 
of Place Names and Genealogical Charts and 
Notes pertaining principally to its Ancient 
Division of Carrick. Also relative notes 
and translations pertaining to: (a) Glasgow, 
the Clyde, the Solway and other areas in 
Scotland, and (b) certain Scots Words of 
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general interest. Ayr, Homer McCririck. 
21s. net. 

The Place-Names of Galloway have been dealt 
with before but never at this length. Over 550 pages 
are crammed with information as to farm-names, parish 
names, local terms, e¢e. Among the specially valuable 
articles may be noted those on the Clyde and the City 
of Glasgow. 

ANpREws CLARK MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
Report of the First Decade, 1934-1944. 
Berkeley, Cal., University of California 
Press. 

The Story of the development of an interesting 
litrary which came to the University of California on 
the death of the colleétor. It carried with it a large 
endowment and therefore purchasing and administra- 
tion began at once. The descriptions of the various 
setions, the Shakespeare, general English literature, 
the Dryden, the Wilde and many others are given by 
specialists attached to the Library and adequate illustra- 
tions of the various rooms add to the interest of the 
Report. 

Uxricn’s Perropicats Direcrory.—A Classi- 
fied Guide to a Seleéted List of Current 
Periodicals Foreign and Domestic. Fifth 
Edition (Post War). Edited by Carolyn F. 
Ulrich. Including a List of Clandestine 
Periodicals of World War II, by Adrienne 
Florenze Muzzy. New York, Bowker. 
$15.00. 

A valuable list pf some 7,500 periodicals of the 
whole world. They are listed under broad subjeé 
headings and cach entry gives the title, date of founda- 
tion, frequency, price, size, publisher, place of publica- 
tion, annual index, cumulative indexes and references 
to general indexes. 

GENERAL 

Bennetr (H.) Chemical Specialities. A Sym- 
posium. T[lus. New York, Chemical Pub- 
lishing Co. $12.50. 

This book will help all those readers who wish to 
enter the chemical speciality business by drawing on 
the experience of many who have succeeded in that 
profession. Rich in formulae, it will greatly assist 
Students in the manufacture of desired commodities, 
to quote only, inks, adhesives and cosmetics. No 
chemical background is required as the direétives are 
clear and simple. The author lists sources of raw 
material and equipment, describes the testing and 
Storing, as well as packing and shipping of the finished 
items. He also covers book-keeping, figuring costs 
and other administrative measures and includes food 
and drug laws. The book will be of great interest to all 
chemists and many business men and will help many 
who wish to build up a small and profitable business. 


CATHOLIC PRoFILEs. Series [llus. Pater- 


noster Publications. 4s. 6d. net. 
These articles, which have been reprinted from the 
“ Catholic Herald,” contain short biographies of con- 
temporary Catholic men and women who describe 
their work for the spiritual and intelleétual life of the 
people. 


Bedovere. 


There is an introduétion by Michael de la 


Fryr6 (Frangois) Heine. A Biography. Trant- 
lated by Mervyn Savill. Illus. Wingate 
18s. 6d. net. 

Here is a new account of the Rhenish Genius 
whose life, full of inconsistencies, was dedicated to 
freedom and beauty. The fatal disease, from which 
he suffered, took more than six years to destroy the 
author who has achieved immortality. The Hitler 
Regime by banning his works, familiarised readers 
throughout the world with this German name. Heine, 
known as the heathen, the Jew, the convert, the traitor 
and the communist, had committed the “ unforgivable 
crime ”’ of openly expressing his violent anti-Prussian 
cum-Junker attitude and was vilely abused by the Pan- 
German movement. He has now been re-eStablished 
in his fatherland. One of the greatest satyrical and 
lyrical authors the “‘ country of poets and thinkers ” 
has produced, he loved his “ Deutschland "’ passion- 
ately ; at the same time he was onc of the best known 
exponents of world-citizenship. This timely bio- 
graphy, dedicated by the author to his father and 
brothers, who were deported and murdered in 1944 
by the same spirit of ruthless aggression which would 
have had Heine imprisoned had he stayed in Germany. 
It gives a clear and well-balanced account not only of 
the poet’s works and philosophy, but his own back- 
ground and that of his friends. Readers will treasure it 
as an important addition to their libraries ; lovers of 
poetry will find many of Heine’s verses in English and 
German. An adequate number of portraits of the poet 
and some of his family illustrates the book. 


FLercHer (Sir Banister) A History of Archi- 
tecture on the Comparative Method. For 
Students, Craftsmen and Amateurs, Thir- 
teenth Edition. Batsford. £2 12s. 6d. net. 

Architeéture is a subjeét that deservedly has a 
literature of its own, and no one book on the subjeé 

Stands out more conspicuously from its fellows than 

Sir Banister Fletcher’s work which has won for itself 

a unique place by the constant call for new editions. 

Fifty years have passed since its first publication and 

this Jubilee appearance is worthy of those that have 

gone before. From the day of its inception the illustra- 
tive material has increased from 100 reproduétions to 

4,000, an Amazing increase. The line illustrations and 

maps have in all cases been redrawn and reproduced 

on a larger scale. The world’s greatest monuments 
from ancient Troy to modern Chicago are here des- 
cribed and criticised and the faét that many buildings 
have been defaced or destroyed in the two world wars 
only adds to the importance of the records. Lists of 

Reference Books are given and a Glossary and full 

index facilitates the study of this Stupendous subjeét. 


Lockey (R. M.) The Island Farmers. Tilus. 


Witherby. ros. 6d. net. 

The author has added yet another work to his 
colle&tion of “ Island "’ books. In it he deals with his 
experiment in co-farming in Pembrokeshire and dis- 
cusses the many problems which arose. Phyllida 
Lumsden has contributed a number of sketches and 
well-chosen photographs are descriptive of the kind 
of life Mr. Lockley writes about. Readers may find 
that they do not have to go to a Communist country 
before finding out whether this “ Co-operative busi- 
ness ”’ will work or not, for “ Tommy ” and “ Lorry” 
can tell them “ all about it,” 
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Murray (Lt.-Col. Hon. Arthur C.) At Close 
Quarters. A Sidelight on Anglo-American 
Diplomatic Relations. Illus. | Murray. 
gs. net. 

Col. Murray was British Military Attache in 
Washington from the summer of 1917 to the spring 
of 1918—a period of extreme importance to Anglo- 
American relations during the First World War. The 
Colonel has founded his book on letters from many 
personalities of lasting historical fame, to mention only 
Churchill, Northclitle and Asquith. He was fortunate 
in being able to count President Roosevelt among his 
personal friends. Such interesting associations as for 
instance his co-operation with Wiseman of the British 
Intelligence Service in the United States, particularly 
relating to the Irish Question will be of great informa- 
tive value to the reader, and to the Student of recent 
history. 

Rao (V. V. L.) The Decibel Notation. Its 
Application to Radio and Acoustics. New 
York, Chemical Publishing Co. $3.75. 

Technical workers will be interested in this survey 
of the development of the logarithmic unit, zero levels 
and level signs, dectbel meter and decibel graphs, sound 
levels and ‘‘ phon” calculations. No high standard 
of mathematics is expeéted from the reader. This is 
the first work in the English language which approaches 
the subject with special reference to radio engineering 
and acoustics. It is well covered and many examples are 
given which will facilitate the solution of special prob- 
lems. English readers will appreciate that this work, 
which was originally published in India, uses very few, 
if any, Ainerican terms—so few in faét that the editor, 
in his foreword, expresses the hope that American 
readers will have no difficulty in the interpretation of 
the text. 

Rice (Thurman B., M.D.) Sex, Marriage and 
Family. Lippincott. 15s. net. 

Dr. Rice, a former State Health Commissioner of 
Indiana, is at present Professor of Baéteriology and 
Public Health at the Indiana University School of 
Medicine. A family man himself, the Doétor believes 
that highly scientific information, if made available to 
the layman in everyday terms, will help to bring about 
many happy marriages. In his own words: “ If these 
pages help some young person—and in particular one 
who has served his country in its recent crisis—to a 
ticher and better way of living, I shall be very happy.” 
The work is a serious Study of human relations. 
Scorr (Harold) The Early Doors. Origins of 

the Music Hall. Illus. Nicholson & Watson. 
12s. 6d. net. 

This well illustrated work is the result of a great 
deal of research. It traces the development of the Music 
Halls from the entertainments of Spring Gardens and 
Vauxhall to the end of the nineteenth century when it 
reached its peak. The author has added a useful and 
interesting song-index and various notes to his account 
of what, in the words of the publishers, “ is perhaps the 
most typically English of all forms of entertainment.” 
Invaluable to those readers who wish to make a 
Study of the Viétorian era; and extremely useful as a 
reference-book. 

Suanks (Edward) The Universal War and the 
Universal State. Dropmore Press. 42s. net. 

This well designed book printed on handmade 
paper is limited to 550 copies. But its contents are more 


PHILOSOPHY OF CLASSIFICATION 
By A. BROADFIELD, M.A. (City Reference Library, Leicester) 
vii, W2p.p. Devo 12/6 net 


Mr. Broadfield’s book is a welcome clarification of the 
logical principles of classification. Avoiding abstruse 
technical jargon and extreme philosophical detail, he gives 
clear, concise explanations, with plenty of examples to 
illustrate them.—™. S. Taylor, in Library Association Record, 
August, 1946. 

It is a good book, well-documented, written with a 
clarity and personal detachment which will commend it to 
students. Moreover, itisadroitly argued... Throughout, the 
author studies likeness, things and thelr kinds, evolution, 
and “‘consensus’’ in a most interesting and provocative 
fashion, | have so far read the book through only once, | 
hope with profit, and | shall certainly read it again. It is 
full of assertions of deep interest... If this book is typical of 
the coming school of librarians... we need have no 
pessimism about library studies.—W. C. Berwick Sayers, 
in Library World, August—September, 1946. 

His treatment of the philosophy of classification is both 
clear and profound... He is devastating in his dissection 
of the pseudo-logical reasoning which forms the basis of 
the theory of book classification in our recognised text- 
books. The work is almost entirely limited to this detailed 
critical analysis, the author being content at this stage to 
sweep away obstacles to clear thinking, and to lay the 
foundations of a future philosophy. It may seem strange 
chat in spite of his high scholarship and obvious mastery of 
the subject Mr. Broadfield did not develop his thesis by 
offering an alternative philosophy . .. This is no reflection 
on the effectiveness of the author's treatment, rather an 
admission of his power to stimulate. The work is strongly 
recommended to all serious students of classification.— 
W. H. Phillips, in Library Review, Winter, 1946. 

Mr. Broadfield has given us one of the most searching 
and scholarly works ever published in this field... The 
value of this book is not merely negative. It applies an 
invaluable corrective of impeccable scholarship to a field 
too often characterised by loose and unscientific thinking 
... We may well find grounds for pride in the fact of such 
a book being written by a ber of our i 
L. A. Burgess, in Librarian and Book World, September, 1946 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 
— 5! Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.i — 


important than its appearance : it is an interpretation 
of our times and the future, based on the last two lines 
of a poem the author wrote in 1918: “‘ Till at the last 
mankind, in noblest fury held, swayed like two wrestlers 
locked close to a precipice! Mr. Shanks who has 
found a great deal to muse over in Spengler’s “‘ Unter- 
gang des Abendlandes ”’ points out that once a state 
uses totalitarian methods to suppress initiative it will 
only take three generations until this same State, if 
still in existence, will have to use these very same 
methods to force citizens to use it again; but, says 
the author, it may be too late: people may have for- 
gotten how. He is generally pessimistic about the fate 
of mankind; it seems that his only hope is that the 
few survivors of an atomic war will Start ‘ something 
good.” This work should not be negleéted by anyone 
who wishes to keep in touch with the various view- 
points on our, possibly collapsing, civilisation. 

Wess (E. D.) Air Transport. Tllus. Art & 

Educational. 2s. 6d. net. 

The publishers have included a timely treatment 
of this very topical subjeét in their handy series of 
“ New Era books. The author of this volume, a com- 
petent writer on transport problems, has managed to 
pack into this littke book a considerable amount of 
interesting information which he presents in a clear 
and concise manner. After discussing the domestic and 
international background against which air transport 
has developed, Dr. Weiss quite rightly devotes the 
greater part of the Study to the economic problems 
which so far have received only scant attention. The 
solution of technical difficulties alone cannot provide 
us with cheap air transport ; we must also have a very 
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Stri€t observation of the economic forces which in the 
end will determine whether the flying machine shall 
remain an exclusive form of travel or become available 
to all at reasonable prices. This theme is illustrated 
with examples showing the conditions under which 
our aim at cheap air travel can be achieved. In view 
of the interest in aviation the discussion of this im- 
portant aspeét should prove of great value to the 
general reader, to many of whom this side of the 
question has so far remained a closed book. It is to 
be hoped that the author will later on give us that badly 
needed text book on Air Transport Economics for the 
writing of which he is so clearly qualified. 

Wrrr (J. C.) Portland Cement Technology. 
Illus. New York, Chemical Publishing Co. 
$10.00. 

When the author began a serious Study of cement 
he seleéted the late R. K. Meade’s ‘ Portland Cement ” 
as the work best suited to his purpose. In 1934, at the 
request of the Publishers he revised it, later he added to 
it and finally decided to re-write it altogether under its 
present title. The work is intended to serve as a 
practical text and reference book and in the ‘interest 
of continuity the formulae and tables have been 
restricted ; on the other hand much information is 
given on the individual steps of cement manufacture, 
such as the power and fuel requirements, output of 
machines, and cost. The book will help the chemist in 
the intelligent supervision of the various processes ; 
the worker in reporting upon the raw materials and 
the engineer in the inspection of the finished produc. 
Mr. Witt's important chapters will be extremely valu- 
able to many scientific libraries. 
ZABRISKIE (Louise, R.N.) Mother and Baby 

Care in Pictures. With an Introduétion by 
Malcolm ‘T. MacEachern, M.D., C.M., 
\ssociate Director, American College of 
Surgeons. [llus. Lippincott. ros. 6d. net. 

This is the third edition of the author’s work and 
it now contains more than 200 illustrations and 7 tables. 
In the past, the author has been a Night Supervisor and 
Field Direétor at famous New York institutions, and 
is at present a lecturer at New York University and the 
Direttor ot the Maternity Consultation service of New 
York City. Technical Terms have been avoided, and in 
simple language she gives parents accurate advice and 
information, which should go far towards removing 
many worries from their minds. The work will also 
be extremely useful to nurses and Students. 

FICTION 

BaGsy (George) Original Carcase. 
Aldor. 8s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Bagby, who is as yet unknown in this country, 
ranks among the outstanding myS$tery-writers in 
\merica. He introduces “‘ Schmitty”’ the master 
deteétive of the New York Homicide Squad, and gives 
details of the social life of that city. Readers will 
shudder at murder and sigh with relief when Nancy and 
John are finally “ lost in each other's arms.” ; 
Gunn (Neil M.) The Drinking Well. 

1os. 6d. net. 

[he author, one of the best exponents of the 
Scottish idiom and life, has succeeded in obtaining a 
following of his own, which eagerly salutes every one 
of his works. They indeed are full of deep, sympathetic 
thouzht and feeling; his language flows like the 


Francis 


Faber. 


andante of a beautiful concerto. In his latest book he 
contrasts the open country life of the Scottish High- 
lands with an Edinburgh office. Events between the 
two wars, which nearly ruined farm life make up this 
Story of Iain Cattanach, whose life and soul is sheep- 
farming. There is more drama, bigger problems, 
behind this tale of one Scotsman : the artificial versus 
the real, the work that feeds versus the work that 
accepts food as a matter of course ; Nature versus the 
foolish planning of human beings. 

SKINNER (Liam C.) When Paths Divide. 

Metropolitan Publishing Co. 8s. 6d. net. 

The author of “ Politicians by accident” here 
dedicates his latest book to the heroes of every land 
who ever fought for their nation’s freedom, even 
unto death. The scene is laid near Loch Na Naomh 
(The Saint’s Lake) during the Irish War of independ- 
ence ; his heroes are guerilla fighters operating in the 
hills of North Kerry. Incidents, based on aétual 
happenings, illustrate the ruthlessness and chivalry 
of the Struggle. To illustrate confli€ting loyalties there 
is the love interest between two young people. 
Tomson (A. A.) and Cary (Falkland L.) 

Ladysfingers. Jenkins. 8s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Thomson has become well-known by his 
many humorous Stories of Essex village life. In 
collaboration with Mr. Cary he here creates another 
of those entirely plausible “ rural Edens,” with its 
Miss Ripley, Granny Parkin, a real character, and 
Wilfred, a remarkable horse. This tale is witty and 
soothing. 

Trvey (Tom Brown) Marenka of Monteney. 
Jenkins. 8s. 6d. net. 

Marenka, a Russian girl with a secret, is the heroine 
of this love and adventure Story set in the Montency 
Prairie. 

ViviAN (Francis) Sable Messenger. 
8s. 6d. net. 

Those who have been excited by ‘‘ The Death of 
Mr. Lomas,” thrilled by ‘ Black Alibi ’ or even deprived 
of their sleep by ‘‘ The Frog was Yellow,” will be glad 
to get hold of Francis Vivian's latest murder Story. 
Inspeétor Gordon Knollis’s assistant, Sergeant Ellis, 
remained puzzled to the last chapter, when Robert 
Dexter’s murder is made known. Readers will share 
the Sergeant’s surprise. 

Witson (P. W.) Bride’s Castle.’ Boardman. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Wilson takes us to Helme Castle in Westmor- 
land which since the eleventh century has been the 
scene of Strange horrors. On the day Lady Mary 
Helme is married, both her father and father-in-law are 
murdered. A myStery Story skilfully and humorously 


told. 
JUVENILES 
McCormick (Audrey) Tippy and Alice. Illus. 
Pixie Press. 4s. net. 

This is a tale of Alice. Not “ Alice in Wonder- 
land |" but Alice, the Baby Cuckoo. An edition printed 
for beginners in the art of reading with charming black 
and white illustrations. Children will like it. 
MacLeop (K. M.) The J’s on the Trail. Col. 

front. Pickering & Inglis. 7s. 6d. net. 

Another of Mr. MacLeod's Stories for boys from 
twelve to fourteen years of age. Jock and Janet pose 
as amateur deteétives and get involved in many adven- 
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tures. The young reader may rest assured that the two 

“ |’s ’ do, of course, succeed in solving the mystery. 

Marutas (Eileen) Island of Doom. Wood- 
engravings by Beryl Thornborough. Sylvan 
Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

Joan and Jeremy found their beloved Black Seal 
Island occupied by a scientist engaged in secret research 
work. This at first was a great disappointment. But 
the friends of Joan and Jeremy will find many thrills and 
a satisfa€tory conclusion. The underlying theme is the 
battle of wits between British and German scientists. 
Joan and Jeremy help to secure our final success. There 
are many attractive wood engravings. 

Matruews (Leonard) Highway to Yesterday. 
Coloured illus. Boardman. 6s. 6d. net. 

This is the sort of book children between ten and 
fourteen are bound to enjoy. Besides being good 
entertainment it gives lessons in history, for the author 
portrays well-known chara¢ters of the early nineteenth 
century ; to name just a few : Lord Nelson, George IV 
and Edmund Kean. The four coloured illuStrations 
are by J. A. Anthony. 

YounG (Stanley) Mayflower Boy. Col. front. 
Illus. by Edward Shenton. Pickering & 
Inglis. 7s. 6d. net. 

This adventure Story covering the first year of the 
Mayflower voyagers from their arrival at Cape Cod is 
made up from fiétion plus faét, and embodies a good 
deal of research. Besides providing thrills for boy 
readers it will teach them about life in America, Indian 
Customs and immigrants from the “ old world ” in 
the early seventeenth century. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
BULLETIN, February, 1947.—THE BRITISH BOOK 
NEWS, March, 1947.—THE LIBRARIAN AND 
BOOK WORLD, February, 1947.—THE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION RECORD, February, 1947.—-THE 
LIBRARY JOURNAL, February 15th, 1947.—THE 
MEDICAL BOOKMAN, March, 1947.—NEW ZEA- 
LAND LIBRARIES, Bulletin of the N.Z. Library 
Association, Inc., November, December, 1946.— 
TEACHERS OF TO-DAY, March-May, 1947.— 
THE WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, Seétion 1, 
February, 1947. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 

“THe Liprary Wor bp.” 

Some REMARKS ON Mr. BROADFIELD’s 

PHILOSOPHY OF CLASSIFICATION. 

Sir,—This book has only recently come to 
my notice. I have been away from home and 
preoccupied with constructive work—the 
forthcoming Volume II of our Bibliographic 
Classification. At first | welcomed the slim book 
on The Philosophy of Classification, hoping it 
would be a happy youthful companion, with 
clear eyes looking about this distraéted world. 
But Mr. Broadfield does not seem at all 
friendly, nor happy in this field, nor clear- 
visioned in regarding this persistent problem. 


If his book did not so provocatively engage 
me, I should turn aside to other pressing 
interests; but it challenges, it negates, it 
garbles, quotes and cites; it does all this, 
though its brief Preface defends it all as ‘a 
criticism in which ideas have been considered 
in isolation from persons, .. .” Time and space 
do not now permit of adequate reply. 

However, since Mr. Broadfield has brought 
me into court and has presented charges, which 
he has not clearly given me to understand, I 
will plead not guilty and rest my case with the 
jury, for the evidence on my side is im. It is in 
my past writings. And my readers are the 
Jury. His evidence and most of his witnesses I 
have examined long ago. Have I indeed 
“failed to make out a case,” as the logician 
Mill once critically remarked? The court- 
room echoes : has not Broadfield too failed to 
make out a case ? 

What statements or arguments or principles 
of mine does he negate ? Does he deny, as his 
five chapters appear to deny: (1) that a ¢/ass, 
or kind of things, or genus, consists of things 
mentally related by some /ikeness ; (2) that rea/ 
and natural kinds exist in real and natural 
relations, and they are so conceptually related, 
genetically, developmentally, and scientifically 
in so-called natural classifications ; (3) that there 
is an order in these natural classes and the 
relations in which they exist—the order of nature ; 
(4) that there is a conceptual agreement, though 
not complete, not unanimous, in conceiving, 
defining, naming, and relating these classes and 
relations in the systems of science and of 
society—briefly termed she scientific and educa- 
tional consensus; and (5) that in communities, 
mental, social, and purposive, these orders 
systems, and organizations avail, purposively 
though imperfectly, for efficiency in economies, 
for intelleétual education, and for social 
amelioration? Does Mr. Broadfield indeed 
deny these evident truths ? 

In our forthcoming Volume II the following 
brief statement of the FUNDAMENTAL PRIN- 
crpces of our Bibliographic Classification will 
appear fronting the Introduétion to that 
Volume. 

“In the systems of Science, Education, and 
Society, the organizations (systems) of knowledge, 
thought, and purpose, established, though 
incompletely, in a consensus of scientists and 
educators, avail, though imperfeétly, for classi- 
fications of subjeét-matters, and of books or 
other bibliographical materials, with a maximal 
efficiency relative to the various interests and 
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purposes. Such classification depends princi- 
pally on valid subordination of related special 
subjeét-matters, or sub-classes, to the relevant 
general subjeéts, or classes; and any maximal 
efficiency depends especially on purposive and 
convenient collocation of closely related sub- 

classes under the relevant general classes. This 
relative maximal efficiency is complemented by 
many references to a/ternative locations that avail 
for different interests or views. These five 
principles, named briefly : Subordination, Collo- 
cation, Maximal efficiency, Relativity of Classifica- 
tion, and Alternative location, are basic to the 
philosophy of classification and to our proposed 
Bibliographic Classification.” 

Perhaps Mr. Broadfield will deny these 
principles too. If indeed he denies all these 
principles, as he appears to deny them, then 
this systematist invites his readers to compare 
his chapters (to which there are many citations) 
with Mr. Broadfield’s captious criticisms and 
quibbling discussions. Let us hope that our 
critics will read, not less attentively than he 
has evidently done, but more conscientiously 
and more intelligently. 

Bibliographical classification is little con- 
cerned with the quibble whether classes 
depend on likeness or unlikeness or sameness 
or difference, or on division or on synthesis, 
which are together implied in all classifications, 
systems, and organizations of knowledge and 
thought. 

Regardless of whether the classifications are 
deemed natural or conceptual or arbitrary, 
the librarian and the bibliographer should 
continue to classify books as well as their 
systems permit. Scientists and educators 
will not cease to organize their knowledge and 
their instruction because their consensus is 
imperfect and disputatious. Nor will develop- 
ments cease merely because they are not 
logically or biologically evolutional. And, 
finally, there are related purposes, even though 
there be not a universal system of Purpose. 

Knowledge is of shings, of events, and 
ideas. Philosophy is rational thought about 
these. It may be definite, or positive, and 
systematic : but it may otherwise be critical, 
skeptical, and confusing. To this classifier 
Mr. Broadfield’s Philosophy of Classification 
seems to be in this second sub-class. It does 
not define what classes are, nor does it state the 
principles of classification, nor does it clearly 
show what relations, whether real or concep- 
tual, are involved. It merely discusses the 
Statements of others, some of whom indeed 
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have been more or less confused ; and it adds 

to the confusion. It disparages, garbles, and 

captiously distorts: in short it is destructive 

criticism and controversial discussion. 
Yours, etc., 

New York. Henry Evetyn 

Mr. Broadfield comments on this criticism 
as follows :— 

This is not the first time that a philosopher 
in difficulties has decried ‘* quibbling.” But I 
would like to reply to his specific questions 
(paragraph four) :— 

Question 1. 

(?) I do not think a class is a genus. I do not 
think ‘‘ men” (class) is “‘ man” (genus). Man 
is what men have in common. It would be 
nonsense to say that they have Peter, Paul, 
Timothy, etc., in common. 

(ii) If by ‘‘ things” Mr. Bliss means species 
[ would agree that they are related by some 
likeness, but I would expunge the word 
‘ mentally.” T[ think they are actually related, 
whether or not they are related mentally. 

(iii) I think likeness has no more claim than 
unlikeness to be considered sufficient by itself 
as a principle of logical division, and it leads 
to a dangerous analogical type of argument. 
Question 2. 

(7) I agree that there are real relations, but 
[ do not think these are also conceptual 
relations. When we misconceive the real 
relations our so-called “ natural classifications ” 
will be based, as many of them have been, on 
misconceptions, i.e., on conceptions that do 
not correspond with the real relations. 

(4) I do not think the notion of development 
is the essence of classification. 

Question 3. 

I agree that there is an order of nature. 
Question 4. 

(4) I think it is foolish to ask whether there 
is or is not consensus, without first asking very 
precisely ‘‘ what about ?” 

(ii) I believe that the theoretical arguments 


adduced by Mr. Bliss in support of his 
theory of general consensus are without 
foundation. 


Question 5. 

I can but hope they will avail. 

With the penultimate paragraph I agree 
entirely. But [ am surprised to learn that I 
have not Stated the principles of classification, 
seeing that many of my 102 pages are devoted 
to nothing else. I am glad to see that Mr. Bliss 
qualifies his views with a note of caution. 
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